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2 This artist’s uit of the old Laie Ceanty Courthouse on the 
Heritage as square in Crown Point fails to show the stipport needed to restore it to. 
> =. its former state of ab, sper tt . Wes HS 
rail 3 2 Sorte wee Po 


2 apt eae : 
Dear! Mothers and Fathers.°¢- Historic buildings. and/or 3 
Sons and Daughters of Lake ots ‘sites must be protected and j a 


dey Mian’ wha nm ss 
~- Lake County Historical Society’ 


———— ryees: 5 : Countyz 5 2 et Seige & preserved today if they are to es 
es ce a os the square in. ‘Clowns be: there ; tomorrow for our?= 
os tw id. ~ aes stake int stands the foundation of . - children. ‘and our~ _ childrens : 

— aii *S Lake County’s Heritage - pe children, i a SS pete 
the old Court House.“ =. ©)" “z=! We*= must’ NOTE: th 


<< 


person can -stand..in Lake - = today -so_ they. willbe. there 
County today-and say “‘Here is - et tomorrow, 0g se Sa 
where it all reo this small” Visiting our past helps. to 
square is it! s0ts.2 #0: -. 73! heighten our awareness of our 
This ohysleat adieaie of -. me vg Sterienge and helps us‘to step - 
Our Heritage is a symbol of the .~*- back in history into the presen--- 
strength, faith and endurance ~~ ce of the past. These are the 
of the men and women who heey where men and women -: 2h, 
conceived and founded this.-;. Our Pioneers - dreamed of a” 
county back in 1837. This » .new world, and where they © 
building of faith gives us anin-*- lived and died to make what we: 
valuable historical perspective © have todayareality.  ~-~. 2 Le 
of the imagination and genius ~~ Many of these places are still © 
of our founders, builders and * there to sec, to touch, to stand * * 
pioneers. And it should be used 2 in and to think and perhaps to. 
to protect, promote and dream of people and events 
preserve our--Lake County . that influence us so much yet" 
History and Heritage.. > :‘today. ©. - eis 
Spread across this county are . History is essentially a a series | | 
sites that shaped and molded a —Of' ideas. History demonstrates 


ie; : 

If there is one place where a a “milestones - of yesterday = 
i 

oA 


-Joosely knit community into a 
county - Lake County! Visiting _ 
these historic sites can be a 


how, as in all creative thinking, ~ 
one idea leads to another - and. | 
” how big ideas form from many’ 


satisfying experience, but tet’? little ideas. a wt te cota 


Don’t let anyone deroy2 


you see depends a great deal on 
what you take with you. You 
are taking an excursion into the 


past and the true understanding Sy 
of life a century ago will not ~ 
exist until you are ready to see ~ 


it. You must be drawn into the . 
magic spell of another time.” 


- your ideas, don’t let anyone - 


—) 


* destroy * your Heritage rs 
~ especially it’s symbolic wore 
Mation - the old Court House! ° 

Our ideas and Heritage must. 
_ be preserved for our Freedom! | 
__ Aren’ t. these ye, fighting... 
~ for?! = erty 
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’ John Hack was born in 1787 = was used asaretreat.. 
in Germany and in 1837, he. oe In. 1963 the Pioneer Church 
and his family settled on -: was moved back to St. John 
Prairie West in what is now St... Township where Friar . craf- | 
Jone Foust,” phee eee tsmen carefully restored it at a 
-- In 1843 he built-a log Chapel oe _ the Capuchin Seminary-* aaa { 
on his farm and thus it became +=... In October 1974 it was retur- | 
a Lake’ County's first. Catholic = =~. ned to its place of origin after § 
= 8 Church, © 2). 9>. aie 222 over a century of travel and it 
<The ps building - was ape rests once again on St.. Johns 
proximately 18 x 24 feet. cand parish church grounds, about j. 
regular religious services were — <-one half-mile northwest: ‘of its} | 
held there until the brick chur-\. ae original - site.” It’s return to f | 
“2: Fch was erected in 1856, it was > -* where it originally~ belonged § © 
©. | then sold to a focal farmer: Pes: ee ~ was spearheaded by Miss. — 
In the 1920’s the Boy Scout. Barman of Crown Point, a} | 
Council purchased _ the chapel . 3 “Jong time member-of the Like 
and moved it to the. Lake ° ~ County Historical Society and § 
County Fairgrounds where iv “= who since has passed away: . 
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‘ in Sy yean, £4875 a group of. be 
* Laké County pioncers and old * 
sySettlers met at the Lake County, 
gColrthouse on July 24 and . 
“decided to form The Ola Set- = 
a thers Association of Lake 
; wy , County and toy’ hold yearly 
& Mectings to renew old acquain- 
_, tances and to recount pioneer 
© expericnees. ” 
Ry B. vy The first cites meeting was 
ake. Sept. 25, 1875 at the faireroun- 


ds aad afier cating ‘pearaily't of Es Fancher, H: Walls! W. 
a the sumptuous © dinner” which» | Ey 
jf had been spread in Floral Hall, 
_». The mecting was called to order’ 
by W.A. Clark and prayer was” £ 
* offered by Rev. T.H. Ball. Af t to Tennessee for his health and 
ter a few opening remarks by 
the chairman, an old song en- ¢ wot Wapello, lowa. » 
titled **The Indian Captive,“ ) | 
was sung by Dr, Wood. ©. > 
_. Reminiscences, of old: times i 1840, should be entitled to the 
~ were delivered by G. Hurlburt, 
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- 
° Bre as 
He 


fee 


A wrt See 


oltone Amos Horner. /J. 


deli » Luther ‘and. others. Two tong ’ 


wits 
Ho. ais 1840 and previous to. 25 years yi 
‘ago should be known as old set f 


‘Ietiers ‘were: read, one ‘from J». 


* Solon Robinson, who had gone 
+ the other from Joseph Jackson~ 


It was decided that a who 


Foal 


: oe had come to the county prior to t 


~Sisfingtion. ¢ Of, be bein Pioneers ee 
Wak fo ates bs ae as 


“¥tr".. The 


. ais tesadg htc 


at rd 4 23 Gs pe «fi pesag “ie z, 
E While PF a wind had: come af ier 


<4 tlers. rr KR > Pi 
objects of the 7‘! 
Association were to renew old 
associations, to recover old 


“events and to enjoy a few = 


pleasant. hours together. 
ao acting were to ‘be: ‘annually, . 
subject” v the eall“af the 
be csident... 
The first permanent “orien 
aeereres#'W. A. Clark. president; 
"Oscar Dinwiddie, sceretarys i 


"Rev. T.H. Ball,» historical © 
seeretary; J. H.. ‘L Uther: 3 Es 
treasurer. 


This fine association, hia ; 
103 years, continucs on un- 
broken today as The Lake 
County. Historical Society 
which meets every other mon- 
“th. Their next meeting will be » 
Saturday, Oct? 28, 1978 at 1:00 ‘ 
‘Sp.mpat- the old ‘Lakes Court <é 
| “House i in Crown Point. > © ‘s 
Bruce Woods of Merrillville © 
is the. current: president, his 
great grandfather | Bartlett 
Woods was the © second 
president of this society from 
1881 10 1891 and his great great 
uncle ~ Sam; B,” Woods Was | 
president from 1908 lo 1910. 
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Ps ier vs % a“? | 
i ~ Robii 
y obinson. 
4 o. = 
[os Sy is 
“% _ Ames 
wae 3 Ve . - , we . 3 a% : 
aed Bsa0% Solen Robinson ‘of. Tolland, ° “The Robinsons moved to’. “Illinois. alt scotia Robin- =~ “only cneselini teat 
Eos Bek sConnecticut is considered by ~—_s County, Indiana, .'*;-sons Prairie “and ‘led to the title to their land as ihe Federal™ “t 
ee aaa _Mmany to be the founder of» ::where he founded the town off Bie ‘establishment of the first Post... government had not offered‘ 
oat PBS Crown Point and the “Squatter Solon which failed... 3 ui “5 Office in Lake County in Mar-» the land in ro County for 
Pees os King” of Lake County. ~~: hay In the early fall of 1834 Phen ch of 1836-with Robinson as, Sale yet. ~ Sn PRE i 
Thee ‘Ee et ~~ Born in 1803 and with little ° ~~ moved his family by wagon to - “the Postmastér,.. ‘5. Bineybiece rts Sb 82, To protect thaie holdings eo ot 
13:1. ‘formal education, he moved to Door Prairie in La Porte Courts-avianr Robinsons ' Prairie was then? * settlers met at the home of, 3 
-} ZB. JssCincinnati in 1828 and there’ ty and hearing that good land “~~ known as Lake Court House _ Solon Robinson on July 4, 
~ i}. S9> married Mariah Evans of _ lay just west moved his family _-.<:and > in™ 1840 “it: was. named 1836 and formed the Squatters 3 
Bead? f! ‘Philadelphia. Pe set Bd ~via the Old Sauk Trail into’? ~ Crown Point. _ Union with William Clark ek 2 
ecieheee Tee OT Sa een eee Lake County and built a cabin’... Robinson, and his brother“ ted president, «3... 8 4) 


- on what became known . as J opened: the. ‘first: store in the - A constitution was drawn up: : 
‘a Robinsons Prairie... > county in 1836 at Lake Court: with “476. signatures -attached = 
, -: - A” new? mail? ‘route from <2 House and their best customers and when land sales were held-* 
ec City’. to Peoria. stwere the Indians. in March 1839 at LaPorte; ‘the .*" | 
ere 20 “These first ‘seater where” squatters union of Lake Coun--. 
: on ¥s ty was there in full force, rifles, © 
knives and all so that no | 
speculators bid againstthem. | 
Solon Robinson was fond of 
writing and wrote many articles . 
and stories and was connected _ 
for a time with the New York; ry 
Tribune. 228.45 Me REP ates *| 
- The Squatier” King “of Lake.’ 
retired to Florida and | died © 
there in 1880.° ; 


adhere in 1880 en eeee 
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i by Steven Terex: Jr. : 
= Lake County Historical aed 


-“Early in the history of the -.oty Andlbae- in - 1968, and a+ master of St. joe : tiers of German aalec who 


| 
sel . > *s | 
Sears De tes eg : Be st Tae 


"Ssettlement of Lake County, one 2° | Michael Grimmer who ‘served ae * Jacob Rimbach was an cal, lived in and contributed to 
finds a_ great many pioneers- “Sor as St. John Township trustee * —prominent~citizen of: Ham- “Lake County, but no research 
= zaand settlers coming from the. and in 1897 was elected to Lake mond and was. a.-section into this would, be: complete 
~ Great German Erxapire to live in». County Auditor. = as us. »tes°- foreman on the Michigan Cen- without mention of the founder 

aK Lake~County. especially- ins « Jacob Fieler came into the tral Railroad. for many, many of Schererville, Nicholas: 
3s, Prairie West. -. 0° = och: wages =|; county in the year of 1854 and years. 4... 7 ae \ Scherer who recognized his. 
Prominent among them of >. bought a farm in Ross Town- In 1894 Hoary C. Batterman duty and opportunity in this- 
“course, was John Hack,.who-{>=. ship. Balzer Franz was also an -__ established a livery business in - new land of freedom and 
ae “founded St. John and built.the’- early Ross Township farmer..." Dyer and later opened machine “helped contribute to. it’s 


Pioneer Catholic Church there~ 2447. John L, Keilman was one of “/and blacksmith shops and development, and ‘. im- 
SSisIn-01838, ) the: following = the’early businessmen of Dyer el ‘stock-in~ the. Dyer - provement. His name as is all -; 
! S families settled near the Hacks;.”2 “being a general. merchant and ~-creamery. « Peer T=. == those mentioned above, are in- 
t ‘@ Joseph>Schmal> Peter Onten tee director of the First: National ~- 22 This article has. just touched ~ terwoven into our Lake County. =: 
S= Michael Adler: and Matthias” ¥_Bank of Dyer= mace See ~-Son the many,- many early set--" + heritage:4.2 wie See eee 
seReders3e Sera s+ uses eeJohn G.. Bohling™ ‘was: an J 
= Two German Lotheraae vad ‘oaiity prominent’ farmer, of Ste 
camein: 1838 were Henry Sasse. “John Township as. was; ‘Jacob . 
ose: and Henry Von Hollen.s=2-54% Schaefer. akecy oen teat Ser 
Another early German settler 2725 =The - St.° “John *“svillage- 
a. “was Herman Doeschertwho-i2., blacksmith was John-M<-Thiel = 
* camein 1842 with his sor and eeand the Crown Point Brewing . 
-Gaughters. ; and moved intocthe 223,Company foreman was,August - =| 
” west» ‘part: of. Hanover <Tawn-::2.Koehle who later operated. the» » 
_Ship-3t Fy 9h EE ita 7 SERS Spring Hill resort in St. John—*, 
A Three Germans who. became: .2-=Michael- ‘Gerlach. taught 
4 pps Lake County Officials: ». ‘School for--a~time- and ‘was” 
were J.C. Sauerman who was -. “assessor of his township. An- 
elected County Treasurer in - drew Kammer also taught. 
1875, Jonn Krost elected Coun- ~ school and in 1887 he was ap- 
ty Treasurer in 1862 and Coun-: Ps . pointed to the office of Post- 
eel cea aE REO N&O or ‘eee 
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= canta H. “Wells: was aes 
-in Crown Point, June 6, 1838, 


ante \ 
vee ses 


* : by Steven’ Yaros Jr 
- Lake County arene inn 3 


“the son of Henry and Adaline © © 
"Wells natives of Massachusetts. _© =~ 


Both of his grandfathers were. 
also from Massachusetts and ~ 
_both served in the war of 1812. 


phe Rodman’s - father Henry 


came into Lake County, in ~ ‘- 


21836 from Michigan and star- 
*ted farming in the vicinity of 
Crown Point. 
_wife attended the Presbyterian 


Henry and his - 


“Church and were the parents of - 


efive: children. Henry was ap- 


pointed as the first sheriff of |. ie 


“Lake: County and later. was 
“elected Sheriff Eyer bpenveid 
- Treasurer. 
5 Rodman H. Wells w was reared 
“on* the family. homestead. at 
<Crown Point and attended the 
“public schools - there. He 
“worked on the family farm un- 


. ptiFcthe- Civil War- where«in © ~ 
* August of 1862 he helped raise 


“a-company of infantry and 
~enlisted as a private, although 


ren 


entered the livery business at 


che: was offered. “aSecond ; 


“9 = 


giomtensncy. 


ae He'served for pak three" * was elected sheriff, as“ his *~ 


‘years and participated in the 
‘\Vicksburg campaign but was 


o- ai 2 
coe eee ~~ tty 


x! sheriff of Lake County: for = 
sent home because of licalin. | 


een heya we reset 
* tdewromsl. he ee, a oe eR Mee ies 
ee ek ae teres Ay > Bt Po tah” 
fr Genet, sb.0.6 vitlow's Pavan Bwver 


say oe seit weasetou-€ Yan 
saat weir teh bite fot | pa ~ s 
+ Mees Rane ous 
rene oe ge 8s, 
-* s os SS ~~ eA" 


t= es Gs =". wo 
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“years. os 
Rodman~ tH. ~ Wells 
_ member of the Baptist 
~ and in 1860 he married | 
. J. VanHouten, a-daugt 


* after the war “ke ‘eal 
again on the family farm and 


Crown Point which. he carried - 
on for 25 years. In the year . 
1899, he sold out his establish-- 
ment at the county seat and in ~ 
‘partnership with~his. son 
opened large Hatten at a - 
mond. She -* : 

~ Both stent and: har ‘the Emily W. VanHouten, a 
Civil War, Rodman worked as -—>- of his first wife and the 
-a deputy sheriff and in 1882 he --twochildren. ~~ 

On Thursday. Octobe 
1906 Rodman H-. Wells 
unexpectedly of paralysis 
age of 63 years. - ~ 


James and ~Sallie | 
VanHouten. But after 
--eleven years - Nancy die} 
left no childrens “* 
~. In 1872, Rodman m 


- father before him. He served as - 


two, two-year-terms or four - _ 


—_ 
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‘New England 4 
When ‘one reads the idee “ ‘o- His public life commenced i in: Historical Society. We 
oe “of Lake County, it soon S t Dyed came into Lake County: | **2. the fall of 1848, when at thei age ~*~ We will end this article. with © 


“becomes apparent how much - ofrom Philadelphia about 1855. - <2" of 30, he became involved in - .~a brief mention-of T.H. Ball, 
New England blood and =:William Clark and family~ te free soil movement."He was“, recognized as the historian of 


straining contributed to our) ‘ came. with ox teams from Jen- “%also involved as a farmer in the - | Lake County. Timothy Horton © 


~~ countrys early history. <nings ‘County to Lake County Grange movement and far- “-’* Ball. was- born February-16, 3 


Prominent among them is. <<“ in February, 1835. Judge Clark sgmer’s: institutes. And,- as @ -. 1826 in West. Springfield,” 


men Robinson, born in Con—-:: was very active and prominent Za pioneer, he helped organize the a Massachusettes. GS aie 
necticut, Oct. 21, 1803. Just _ a inthe early years of Crown « gLake County Association of .- He, along with his family, | 
~ before sunset on Oct. 31, 1834, : Point and Lake County. "ois =*Early Settlers that later became. ~ came into Lake County - ‘in 
“Robinson and his party came (0 © ag Two brothers W.A. Ws known as the ‘Lake County ~ 1837.2. -° Ra pages eae 
what became known as Robin- *.“:Holton and Jonathan Warner “27 .4°> et a 2 $hort 


J < L’ ferd oe 
son's? Prairie. This Squatter: { Holton, ‘along with their : 


King: “of Lake organized the ~.<mother- Harriet Warner, were 
= Squatiers.Union on July 4, “early associated with the Clark — 
Ponape ae .’; ands Robinson families, even 

=*The~ founder of Hobart, <before they all migrated. to. 
George Earle, came to the town *-~ Lake County. W.A.W. Holton 
“of Liverpool on Deep River in - =became the first Recorder of. 
- 1836. Earle was born in <cour county and an early schoo} — 
‘England and resided in - examiner. Jonathan Holton 
Philadelphia before moving to was one of the first landowners 


Lake County: - where the Crown Point Public 
- Two early settlers from West School was built. 
Springfield, Massachusettes Richard Fancher odiere 


were Judge Hervey Ball who _ here in-1834 and settled here in 
‘held the office of County Sur- ©1835 near the lake that now., 
_veyor and Probate Judge and... bears his name. 
‘Lewis: Warriner who was an ee +The first elected Sheriff ok 
“Yearly postmaster and who in ~, Eake-;County Luman A. 
-1839 was‘elected to the Indiana 9 ». Fowler, came here with Henry © 
- Legislature. Both of these men. =; Wells in the fall of 1834 as ex- 
came into Lake County in‘ -~ = plorers and in 1835 returned to 
MBIT » Live here. He held the office of 
-.Henry. Wells also from”. >: Sheriff for ten years and was 
Massachusettes, in 1836, was = bormin Massachusettes on Oct. 


-appointed the first Sheriff of _-°-:1,1809.-~- ? 
_ Lake County. ; Ses No mention of prominent 
“S Another descendent of an ~° founders and builders of early 
ancient; English family was = Lake‘ County would be com-". 


William Sykes who, as early as ~J plete without Bartlett Woods, 
1836, was active in the Squat- : eas “who was born July 15, 1818 in 

ter’sUnion and who was ap- ° Sengland. and settled in Lake- | 
“pointed County Surveyor and-: oes along with his brother, 


~later County Commissioner. > "Charles i in 1837. 


y Gees 


Michael Grimmer.1853-1926 | 


Michael: Grimmer’ was born 

: Turkey Creek, (Ross Town- 
hip), Indiana on July 18, 1853. 
fis parents came to America 
om Alsace-Lorraine in about 
$41 and<made their way to 
‘hicago.g he Tae at . 

His father : (also * jnamed 
Michael), wasa Captain in the 
rench Army and. served under, 
apoleon Bonaparte. ~ . 


ry 
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‘In 1849 his, father moved to 
Lake County, Indiana, and was 
one of the pioneers of this nor- 
thwest corner’of the state. He 
devoted his energies to farming 
_until his death in 1853. Michael. ~ 

- was eight weeks. old. 
~r He lefi- -a. “widow, 


_eldest- rs a over twelve © 
years of age>> a shad Po 


“ 


two. 
2 daughters: and. two sons. The ~ 


2 energy,” determination, . 
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Some y years after his tatner’ 3 
death, his mother married John 
P. Redar of St. John Township 
and this i is where Michael grew 
up. Nai 1 ee “8 
He then: ‘struck ‘out on his. 
own. and- though —-he chad <= : 
~ Jimited “shcool Privileges to - 
-, equip him for the duties of the — 
“, business “world he’ possessed ~ 
and © 
2 Tesolved to win advancement. sf 
SePr working as a farm hand -: -Segeneral -- 
» earned. ‘the money” that °: 
© enabled him to attend school in — 
> the winter months, and later he»: 
a } began’ teaching in- the district -| 


at oe! 


4 by Steven Yaros x a7.& 
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“cimerchandising - Sat ship with his step-brother P. 
“Schererville, where:: he- con-. a7 F. Redar. ; 
°-tinued for seventeen: years. His.2= 
ii business was capablyconduc-s.. partnership, --Grimmer © f 
fm ed and his. enterprise and fait =~ chased Mr. = Redar* ‘S. ‘inte 
‘schools. He was connected with § or dealing formed the substantial® - T Sand became the sole owner. 
# that profession for ten years. --' ‘s: foundation upon which he built << acquired title for the real es 


ssIn? 1879; Mr.'Grimmer was Chis success. i240 spect oe “and erected -a* -building. 
‘Sunited’ in’ ‘marriage to Helena . “ i= many years this was the P 


ze 22 The general. merchandising 
= Neuman; a daughter of Joseph. *.; Office in Schererville | with 
5: Grimmer - being © “post: ‘Mias 


“ and Mary Neuman of Scherer- =: - 
S Sy ater his wife was -appoi 
# 3<: postmistress for many years 


pan, 3 sees: eS 


= ee 


eee aca ees 


After several - years of 


‘Ville The: wedding _ was. at S33 
Michael’s- ‘Church in Scherer— 


“Wille in- ‘August of that year. > e : In the meantime, M-. G 
pola sd pbep che embar ked. in - mer had been called to pu 
eer ia 


‘office and. ase zasiau 
republican he took en active 
™ terest in the work” of the pa 
While engaged in’-merch 
dising he served cight years 
trustee of Sz. John Towns 

In 1897 he was-elected audi 
<*. Of- Lake County, -Serving 
"faithfully during the succeed 
-three- years. that ’ che . was 


aes PREY 2 office. SS 
. co YBa ee ee ae 225 Upon | assuming his cuti 
& § ey aa eo ssugounty auditor litor he: ‘sold id his 


|] 


meee “chandise - “business, _c: crea 
Sand ice business to Joba 
sand John Rietruan, 3°. 
After “concluding his tera 
off ice as county auditor, 
i Grimmer | served two terins 
member *of ” “lthe =House 
ERepresentatives j in the Indi 
~General Assembly Ss 
“He died i in his horne i in. Crd 
=Point i in 1926. His) widow : 
“in 1934 and both: are. e-buried 
gy.’ _ Michael’ $ Seemeiery 
Schererville. ies Sree 
= ‘In 1975 Michael = ‘Grin 
s Middle School ‘in, Schgrer 
was = ~dedicated a3 23 fi 
¥. = memorial to his ‘Memory. 
Shad commanded | tthe res 
“and <--esteem “Of < pec 
£ throughout” Lake" County 
“the. entire state. He »was r 
loyal to his duties of friend: 
Fand. of. citizenship, . and 
e "history well deserves ‘2 plac 


2 as annals of bis native land 
ef. - => a Spates == 


